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THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SPIRITUAL BEING OF THE UNIVERSE. 


Lecture by Dr. RUDOLF STEINER, delivered at The Hague on ihe Í 
Poor ot November, 4929. 


(CONCLUSION) 


1f we are able not only to oroduce these images througn 
ccrresnondiag meditations, but also to eliminate them at any time, 
thus giving rise to an empty consciousness, the spirit of the universe 
will enter it. just as the air enters our lungs, By using a less 
exact comparison I mignt say that the svirit of the universe enters 
our consciousness just as the colours enter our eye, or sounds enter 
the ear. This second comparison, however, would not be sc exact. 
When we perceive physical objects in the physical world outside, these 
perceptions are less glive than that which we experience through an 
emoty consciousness. We feel that the spirit of the universe pene- 
trates into our consciousness, and we experience this strongly and 
vividly, whereas we experience our breathing trocess unconsciously. 
Yst the breathing process is a living one, for it does not have tha 
shadowy character of sound or colour-perceptions. When we rise to 
the stage of an exact clairvoyance, as deseribed, we have direct 
Spiritual experiences, and this is just as living 4 process as our 
breathing process, 


This experience in itself would, however, leave us st mding 
haif way. We would perceive images, and if we can eliminato them, as 
described, we would be aware of a spiritual life round about us, weav- 
ing through the universe. Yet this would only be a general kind of 
experience. For, strenge though it may sound, these things ara not 
perceived in the same way in which we perceive physical things in the 
physical world, so that now we do not say: "We are hers, smd the ob- 
jects are outside us"; we feel. instend, that we are not separated 
from the world, but that we live within the whcle world. We have 
poured our own life, as it were, over the whole worid, ana feel united 
with it. We have,left our body and have ewakened to life, as it were. 
outside our body, as a soul-spiritual being, amd now we feel that we 
ere one with the whole universe, Once we contemplated it from outside, 


*) From stenographic notes, unrevised by the lecturer. 


: iow We experience ii dni In too oes wav ln ih om 
arily experience nur blood, or the oreanic activities beneath "ww 
CUI SL Our consciousness has chanted from a tersonal into a " 
casmia consciousnesr. 


The spirit of the universe can only be felt if we exverienc4 


imvarcly. You see, in the ordinary physica: world, our ordinary 
nsciousness gives us problems of knowled-e., As a rule, these prob- 
.eus are connected with tne search after an inner knowle. ge of things, 
the &nowlecge of their inner essence. We realise that we only see 
the surface of things anu we wish to penetrate into their inner beirg 
Naurah scientists explain this inner essence of things as tie effect 
if atoms, and others explain it in other ways. But they all wish to 


penetrate into the inner being of things. Ur else they construct theor- 


les whick prove that such a knowledge is beyend human possibilities. 
Ea any; case, we feel that we are outside the objects, yet the cognit- 
Ve force within us awakens the desire to renetrate into these extern- 
a. objects, for we feel that their true essence can only be grasped 

-£ we penetrate into their inner being. 


“hen we live, as described, within the Snirit of the Univ- 
erse and are outside the body, knowledre becomes something quite 
cifferent from ordinary knowledge, To bevin with, we have nothing tut 
irazes, mnl it would be foolish to think that this knowledge can be 
saine! in any other way. Of course, these images are the picture of 
^ Sniritual world, but they are nothing but images. If we succeed in 
elisinasting them, so as to produce an empty consciousness, we feel 
that we live in a spiritual world, Just as in the ordinary world we 
aq not see lungs, stomach or heart, even so we do not see tue spirit 


of the universe which we now experience in a cosmic state ot consa&ious- 


ness. We feei as if it were our own inner being. At first, we cannot 
see it, but we know that it lives within us. In the physical world, 
the cognitive process awakens the desire to penetrste into the inner 
essence of things, Now the very opnosite takes place, for we wish to 
cet rid of thines, we wish to separate ourselves from them and to 
change them back into images. 


Ve have learned to produoe images with the inner weaving 
.haracier of thoughts and yet endowed with life. Wita our experience 
we wish to penetrate into this complex of images; in the form of im- 
afes, we wish to take hold of that which first lives in our conscious- 
ness cosmically. Now we wish to push things out into the world. in 
the physical wori3, the things came into us in the form of percept- 
ions through the comitive process, but now we wish to. drive out the 
imaces which live in us, so that a world of images, of imdginations 
now surrounds us In the physical worid, the eognitive qwocess con- 
isis first of all in sn inner thougzht-process and then we aprruach 
the objects. Ve take them in, In the supersensibie worl! ine cognit- 
ive process takes a different course: First cf all,we have the objects 
within us and then we seek their itage outsige. We try to see the 
woric as the imase of what we have within us. 


We do not reach this stage unless we train our will, as 
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described, for instance through that will-exercise in which we tuink 
backwards (i,e, from the en? to the berinning) instead of forwarde 
i.e.froum the becinning to tne end) as we do in ordinary life. We 
may, for imetence, 2e baekhwards the events of a ley by Cone 
Whroumh hes Cron tre cwening wo the morddüns. Thilo will-cmereise 
Ten OUND thonshu away from the external reality, A seve discipline 
of the will also consists in adding new hebits to those which we 
e.rau^y have, or in tearing ourselves away from 91d habits and in 

aC Ur ing new Une iene our life a epmsce, we te succeed in 
daing something that life itself generally does; namely; we trans- 
Porm ourselves, become different human beings, take santrol of 
jurselves through self-education and apply ourselves to inis ask 
with the greatest inner energy. 


In the books already mentioned to you, you will find the 
deseription of these exercises. Now I oniy wish. to indicate the fol- 
lowing: Through meditation, we. gohool.our thinking, so that our soul- 
spiritual part is able to live outside thought, But also the will cen 
be schooled, and through this training of the will we pass through 
anorte d experSeno P" "Wimaiout Wu, we chnnob XbUBeS 10 bhe-sS5piriuel worse 
nor experience them in an imaginative, objective way. At a certain 
stage of this training of the will, we see that our life Xx entirely 
submerged in deepest grief, pain, want, Sorrow and care, I am using 
these words in order to describe approximately the -condition through 
which we must pass if we wish to attain knowledve of the Swern t; we 
must pass through it, just because we are modern men, who can no 
longer depend unon a Guru, as in olden tines. Grief, care, pain and 
sorrow signify the complete separation from the physical body. Dur- 
ing our physical life,-we have a feeling of well-being only because 
oyr soul-srirituat part is submerged in the physical body during our 
vwsking life. and when we are asleer we afe sparec every hight from 
feeling pain and from having tó bear a sleep filled with suffering 
through. the fact, that our consciousness is extinguished. Now we 
consciously rise beyond our ordinary consciousness to a higher form: 
of knowledke and by activating not only our thonght, but algo our 
Vend Gt side our body, deepest pain awakens in our Soul- -spiritual 
beinre We feel through our inner experience that we miss our body, 
"e Co not only lose that sense of well-being, arising only through 
the Bcul's ‘permeation with the body, bit we also lose egoistic, bod- 
ily inclinations Through the exercises which we make, we gradually 
become less and less selfish. Love must be developed even in medit- 
ation, and love blcts out egoism, It would otherwise be impossible 
to reach these imaginative experiences outside the body. But at the 
same time, wẹ dive into' experiences of pain. Even in ordinary life 
we find that those who have not only reached a dry, indifferent kind 
of knowledee, but one that is inwardly connected.with the human being, 


wiil say, if they are quite honest:"I sm grateful for my good fortune 


in life, yet only my sufferings have brought me thé knowledge I have. 
Consequently an infinite sorrow must first s»read over the foundation 
o? that consciousness which we have outside the body, when the extern- 
al Bpiritual world penetrates into the emptied consciousness, so that 
we may acquire the strength to.set before us objectively, in perfect 
ma tem, ite true start of the universe. 


iben we, tnus tace tne o»irit of the Universe, contemelating 

it in pictures, something arises in our consciousness which has awak- 
enen outsice the body, something that 4 would like to compare with our 
'riinary memory, excert that it is far mightier and greater and of an 
entirely -different Kind, iei na our grannan v Lite we wremember In 
thoughts the experiences through which we have passed, Ten years age 
we tay have passed through this cr that experience; now we pass throug 
it in memory, We draw itout of sup monec. Mug b lives inus an 
invarily psychice form. But when we rise to the state of consciousness 
vusice she ‘body and contemplate the world as described, this contem- 
Flation sontaing something which I misht designate as a kind of mem- 
rr, that is to' say, the memcry of what we ourselves are in the phys- 
ical world... Cf course, we have perfect presence of mind while we are 


“ing this, we can behave like the culmest person in the rhysioal world, 


yet av whe same time om body becomes an image in this world of images, 
ari also re objects of ihe phases) world, minerals, Glamis, gnjmals. 
the physical shapes of men, ali these become images for us. The world 
in which we lived when.we were merely conscious of physical things, 
n^v appears to us like a cosmic memory within this world cf images. 
And the fact that in the physical world we perceived the sun, now en- 
ables us to find our way about in this world of images, But in the 
sriritual world, which we entered in the manner described, we exper- 
ience something else: We perceive Spiritual Beings, endowed with an 
inner life, which does not resemble that of man, who has an extemal 
physical body, for these soul-spiritual, divine-spirituel Beings that 
we now see are not embodied in the physical world. We perceive them in 
Such a way as to connect this new experience with m old one. Just as 
our memery may connect scmething with an experience of seven or eight 
years agc, even So we now connect our new experience in tne spiritual 
world with the physical perception cf the sun here on earth, ‘This 
physical exrerience, the perception of the physical sun, stands out 
like a memory emong the images which we now seé, and this memory en- 
abies us to knew that {he sun is the external image of divine-spiritual 
Bein*5s, even as our body is the external image of our soul. We now 
rerceive what forces are active behind the sun, and we know that tnese 
fcrees nre spiritual Beings. This may sound absurd to a modern man, 
vet it is nct mere absurd or fantastic than the conclusions arrived 
au tuürougb the electron-theory, cr magnetism. We should be clear as 
v: she way in which a spiritual investigator reaches his resulta, and 
then they will no iónger seem fantastic, but just as exact and object- 
ive 1g a zathematical-8cientifio investigotion leading to naturai- 
Soienzifie results. Real processes can he experienced within these 
memories connected with the rhysical worlg and the contemolation of 
the soul-Spiritual, divine-spiritual Beings corresponding to tunese 
yrocesses, 


Let us cbserve, for instmce, the soul-spiritual Beings 
uzat a&ryesr. ss ‘it were, behing tre. sun, that reveal themselves as 
vhe sun's soull spiritia SSeemee gens Dag OP benoit. 

L] 

"hen we have vrocesée. thus far in our knowledge cf the 
Spiritual being cf the universe, we reach the point (iast "uesday I 
“Lresdy oroke to you cf this aspect of knowledge) os remembering not 
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oniy our life since our birth, or a short time after, but we also | 
learn to look back into our pre-natal existence, when we live: as | 
soul-soiritual beings in a sSoul-spiritual world,-free from the body 
amu the cxpesecpe s detec Pron Lt. 
| 
| 


dust as here on earth we face the extemal physical sun, 
sowe lived in a spiritual world, during our rre-earthly existence, 
conneoteàd with that which spiritually corres»onds to the physical 
light of the sun, Just as the sun's rays fall down upon us here on 
earth, even go the divine Beines of the Sun, with whom we were united 
uring our pre-earthly life, joined their own forces with ours, with- 
'ut shining down unon us with a physical light, thus enfolding our 
Soul-sniritual being with the spiritual forces of the sun. At a jo 
ain moment of our embryonic life (this is what we now perceive), 
descend from our pre-earthly, purely soul-spiritual existence anc 
unite ourselves with the physical human body cóming to us through 
father snd mother. With our physical body we unite that wbich we 
experienced under the influence of the Sun-Beings. We dive down into 
this physical body and fill it with soul and spirit. The former 
Sun-.nfluences within us become the etheric body, filling us with 
life. It lives within us as a fine, transparent body and it stimul- 
ates our capacity of perceiving the physical light of the Bun, kindl- 
ine it in our power of vision, so that we can see the colours through 
pia 

In short, by learning to know the Spirit of the Universe we 
learn to known our own existence within this spiritual essence cf the 
universe, and we look beyond birth or conceotion into our etemal, 
thet is to say, into our spiritual existence, which reveals itself as 
an everlasting spiritual essence. Now we know that when welived in 
the, spiritual. counterpart of the physical light. of the sun, we toox 
aver into us that part which fills our physical body with life, dur- 
ing our physical existence, and permeates-it with activity 


In the spiritual world, we prepared our earthly life and 
toi into us the spiritual light 'of the sun, just as here on earth we 
take an the phos Pieht of the sue" We ourselves gave rise to our 
earthly iife and it is a mistake to believe that the. soul-sniritual 
within us is merely the result of our earthly existence. Thus real | 
know ledere sradually enaules Us t0! Nene tac into ook Opec ce OT Some 
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Universe, 


Let us take another examole. In the manner described above, 
ve also learn to, know.the Moon Beincs behind the physical moon. We 
tereeive them in the same way in which we verceived the spiritual es- 
sence behind the physical sun. These Moon Beines aprear to us as the 

roal towards which we were striving while developing the will. We 
can get before us in »ictures the experiences arrived at through the 
forces of the sun. Now the spiritual Beings, belonging to the spirit- 
ual world, whose isage may be found in the poysical moon and in the 
moon's activities and influences in space, enable us, even before birth 
cr conception, to experience not only that which constitutes our Spik- 
itueal environment, but something nore. Through our eyes we do not only 
sake in the physucal light of the sun, but also that which lives in 
the ower contained in the sun'* light, end this enables us to experience 
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in an ingcistinot way the Snirit of tue Universe. To the Spiritual 
forces of the Moon we owe it that we can renroduce in images that 
which we experience as our inner cosmic being, and these Xoon-fTorces 
bring us down, again and arain, into our physical existence on earth 


Ihe human being thus exoeriences the spiritual counter-im- 
ages of that which rays.out of the sun, the moon and the stars, in an 
external, physical way. An exazt clairvoyance and that development >f 
the will, which may be designated as an ideal magic (in order to disg- 
tintuish it from the charlatanry which makes itself so conspicuous to- 
lay and witn whieh it is so frequently confused), ang what might also 
be called the develooment of thinking on the one nang, leading to an 
cxast clairvoyance, and the develonnent of the will on the other hand, 
leadine to the nost ideal form of mastic, these guide us to a knowledge 
of the Sirit of the Universe, to a knowledge which is, to begin with, 
not relitious, but scientific. Within that part of our being, in 
which we live unconsciously every night, from the moment of falling 
asleep to the noment of waking up, we thus learn to know the seed of 
that which passes through the portal of death, when we cross its 
threstiold. Through the fact that our physical body belones to the 
anorol Nature, we learn to Know ourselves such as we are outside the 
body, curing sleep; we then wecognise ourselves not as the enbodiment, 
tut as the "ensoulment", as the spiritual embodiment, as it Were, of 
our moral value in the world, of the religious feelings which live in us 
in the face of the soul-spiritual permeating the world. When we live 
in our physical body, our soul-spiritual being is imprisoned as in 
im a dark sell within the world of Nature. But if the experiences which 
we have during sleep, as soul-spiritual beings outside the body, become 
transparent to us, we perceive in them ali our moral actious. they ^" 

Thein Juretoral value, oy Jor Se saerce WT soce with ns ch rouen 
the rortesl of death. By learnine to know the Snirit of the Universe 
in the manner described, we also leam to know that everything which 
we perceive physically shall one day disappear in the death through. 
heat (modern physics teach this even to-day). Everything material. 

(n. external is perishable. But what we acquire as a spiritual Seed, 
which is unconscious during sleep, but conscious during exact glair- 
TvOYdnoe, SUrVIVeED Gearing suey gece Phe mince lante. 

animals, stars, clouds. ete. which we see round about ut. This con- 

nutes the seed for a.new world of the future. 


We learn to know the reality, the real objective »ower of 
meral life. y recoenisingz the relationship of our soul-spiri tual 
beine with our moral quality, we learn to know the see?! of future worids 
obe de? in the present world; we learn to know this in the same wey 
in whieoh @ botanistoresognmiscn next year spismbMun the seed of to-day's 
plant, What does that mean ? It means that through our moral and relig- 
lous life we prepare future worlds, which will exist when the m esent 
worlds have vanished, A feeling of deepest res»onsibility thus enters 
our soul, for we. know that our moral actions and all that we develop 
“uorelly really constitute the sced of future worlds, though to-day 
they may still be subjected to abstract human judgments, 


` 


Anu by learning to knew our own inmortality, that is tc say, 
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that part of opr Being which is able to live outside the body during 
sleep and which passes through the vortal of death, in order to live 
in a s»iritual environment, in a sniritual world, during the post- 
mortem existence, even as it led a real pre-earthly existence, —- by 
.eerning to knew our own immortality, we learn to know the iumortal- 
ity of the world and that the present world is the hardened, condensed 
sniritual worle of an earlier are We know then, that the soul-spir- 
itual seed of man, which will form new' worldm, develops within the 
physical human being, produced by Nature — we know this, as we look 
upon the hardened world which now constitutes Nature. 


Through the*above-mentioned exercises - and not by being 
üopendent uron a Guru, as in ancient times - modern men may reach 
a real knowledge of the S^irit of the Universe, As already indicated, 
all as exolained thirty years ago in my "Philosophy of o»viritual Ac- 
tivity", the point of issue is to recognise the true nature of moral 
life in man how this moral-life, which is the most individual part 
of human nature, penetrates into pure thought, as the soul-s»iriiual, 
fully conscious human being. 


If we develow the moral method described in my "Philosophy 
of Spiritual Activity", in order to recognise the 3oirit of the Un- 
iverse, the exact clairvoyance thus gained will become an idealistic 
magic enabling us to penetrate into the o»irit of the Universe and ' | 
consequently also into the, eternal kernel of man's being.  Parenthet- 
iesliy I may remark that this also entails a knowledge of the repeated. 
lives on earth. When we are able to look into our pre-natal existence, | 
we gain this knowledge of the repeated lives on earth, For this in- | 
Sight shows us how in the pre-earthly existence we live and weave as ! 
soul-sniritual men, just as here on earth we live as physical men in | 
the midst cf the phenomena of Nature. We also discover that we 
brourmht this life alone with us from a former existence upon the 
earth and that we shall carry it through death in future lives on 
earth, This can be reached throwh an exact clairvoyance, through | 
an idealistic magic. 


At first this knowledge is a purely scientific one, the 
S"iritual continuation of what has been acauired throush the »ower 
of natursl-scientific thought. But cxadually we rise to a religious 
fcelin^, Before I conclude my lecture, let me describe this to you 
briefly, in connection with that mighty "Mystery enacted upon Golsotha, 
when human life on earth was permeated with the Christ Impulse. 


: If we approach the Mystery of Colsotha with the knowledge 
of the Spirit cf the Universe concerning which I snoke to you to.day, 

ne rePlise that when we locok back into the enochs precedinv the Mys- 
tery of Colgotha, the knowledse cf the suversensible worlds was obtainei 
in the manner described at the bevinning of my lecture, namely through 
the Chela s living connection with his Guru. The relisions of the pres- 
ent are in reality mere traditional remnants of the teachings which 

the vupiis of olden times obtained from the “uru, 


How did people look into the s^iritual world in the times 


dDelure the Mystery of Gol-otha ? Even in those times they saw Nat- 
ure, but they did- not develop a real science of Nature. "hen they 
souvht after knowledge, they simply went to a Cura. Ihe Guru led 
them back to the prinordial ages of the.earth's development, when 
aivine-sniritual beines were the teachers of the first Curus. The 
Gurus of later enochs accuired these teachings in order to transmit’ 
then to their pupils. These teachines snoke of prinordial ages, in 
which earthly life and. sniritual life were not severed in so markec 
a wer as in later enochs. ““en felt that if they lived only in ac- 
cordance with Nature, they forsook the s iritual Being of the Universe 
they contemplated moral life and said to themselves: Through a natur- 
development we have become what we are now. Nature itself, living 
i.hin us, has fallen away from tne Divine-Spiritual The holy Gurus 
must lead us back to the Nature of former times, which revealed not 
only natural influences, but which was permeated with morai impulses. 
If we look back into the oldest enochs, we find in them a Nature which 
is not SU an amoral Nature, but permeated throushout with spiritual- 
ity. Man's religious feelings turned ew this S»irit in Nature, 
not in faith , but in full knowledee. : 


Throurh that older form of knowledse, which was, as already 
decuribed, a dreamy kind of clairvoyance, nen could also perceive 
theim ore-varth ly existenee. “nd teeauee Gn the times Tene before 
the Mystery of Goleotha (the times immediately preceding it, had lost 
this, for the older knowledre had died out) the human beings had in 
them something which they experienced in the snme way in which we nr- 
linarily experience Nature, they were able to feel something which 
rose out of their inner being and they knew that tnis came fron their 
Fre-carthly existence. Because they possessed this knowledge, they 
vers able to have such a deep confidence in the Guru. And the Guru 
told them: Now you have been transferred into the earthly, physical 
world, but through deatn you will once more enter the spiri tuai world. 
Her. on earth ‘you live in a world which has fallen away from the 
spirit, þat beyond you will encounter, above everything else, thet 
Beiag whose physical counter-imace is the Dun. This Being will become 
your guide, it will give you the »ower of Light, for without it you 
arco Spiritunlly deed iuwbhat other world 


When the Mystery of Goleotha was enacted'unvon tho earth, 
‘hire still existed some traces of this primordial wisdom. The 
thrist Impulse ang the Mystery of Golgotha was viewed in the light 
cf this pri aordial wisdom, during the first centuries of the Christian 
ra,  eopie then said: The Being who once lived only in the spirituali 
oriG, who led man into the physical world and who once more takes 
orer the guidance of man after death, this suiritual Being has now 


comi down to the earth and has taken up His abode in the body of the 


nan, Jesus of Nazareth, And those who were skiXk ancient initiates 

in the “ysterivs still existing at the time of the “ystery of Golgotha 
said concerning Him, to whom men had looked up in the times of the 
anei unt lystery-wisüom asthe high Bun-Being, the divine-spiritual 
connter-imace of the ohysical,sun, nan's guide through all his deaths 
ni lives = they said concerning this hieh Beine: He has cone down 

to the earth. This divine-s^irivual Beine came down ta the earth, 
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This divine-stiritual Being descended to the earth, because man 

had become so earthly that he could no longer find a connection with 
the ijivine-spirituai which lived at the beginning of the earth. 

This divine-spiritual Being took on a body of flesh and has remained 
connected with the earth, In accordance with St.Paul's words, "Not 
I, but vhrist in me", we can now permeate our Ego-consciocusness, tr 
consciousness of freedom which we are able to develop through the 
physical body, with our religious feeling for the Christ, who rassec 
throu en the Mystery of Golgotha in the body of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Ihrough the force which we gain in this relationship with Christ, 

in this inner, religiou experjence of Ghrist, we may find, even 
after death, the Guide whom we once found in the manner described 
above. ‘ 


In the early Christian times one therefore spoke of 
Shristi the Guide, who came down to the rnysical world, This knowledge 
rradual iy disappeared, indeed the old initiation-wisdom ani thé Yoga 
wisdom in general ceased altogether, and the situation which we must 
now face is to find, as described, ari insight into the spiritual 
world through the natursl-scientifio mentality. We face the world 
with our moral consviousness,We-.face it and feel the need of finding 
the sriritual world. But we are alan able to know the following: 
The ancients said that this world. has fallen away from the divine 
stiritual; it has become sinful in men and Nature has lost its mor- 
nl quality, yet we know that MORAL INTUITION penetrates, with the 
consciousness of freedom, into the thought of individual man, and 
it venetrstes into his thought in an individual way. We strive to- 
waris the spiritual werld and rise to a knowledse of the sniritual 
worid,dust as the snoients knew that the Gods had sent them down to 
the earth, dismissing them, as it were, even so we know that man's 
pewer of freedom whieh he develops -tbrsugh hrs 13 we one sarto, ono. 
more enables hir. to find his connection with the divine-spiritual 
worlds, ; : 


In the past, men looked upon the earth as having fallen 
away from the divine-spiritual. We contemplate the earth and hope 
that in future we shail find:the Gods again through human freedom. 

We know that they live, as described, behind the Sun and the Moon 

a8 counter-imagcs, And we contemplate the Mystery of Golgotha and 

say with St.Peul: Not I, but the Cnrist-Impulse gives us the stroagin 
to set to work earnestly. For the earth which has lost its divine 
character has once more become divine through the fact that Ghrist 
lives in it, because he passed through the Mystery of Golgotha. 

Ey raising our glance to the supersensible worlds, we once more gein 
the certainty that the Christ-Being will be our helper in future, in 
those times to come, in which we shall haye to form realities through 
oar Sriritual essence, 


Spiritual knowledsc, as it is meant here, thus 
tack again from the mere knowledge cf Nature to a moral con 
to a religious consciousness. 


-My dear friends, the effect of these things upon our 


guides us 
[aD 


ciousness, 


i 


ation, and their sigeiiieanice for practical modern life, 
wit form the subject og s third lectur, which I shall deliver 
to-morrow under the title: "he "oral and Religious Education from 
thc Standynoint of ee CO To-day I only wished to show 

that the things which were once said concerning the super-sensible 
world through a primordial cuman wisdom, must no; be said again 

to modern man in a new form. These truths must be prociaimed in 
such a way that modern man may not become weak and dependent upon 

a guru, that in meeting all the requirements of modern civiiisatbn, 
Le may rely upon the strong forces of his own individuality, md 
noe more enter those spheres where it is vossible to gain a know- 
-.5& że oË the spiritual being of the universe, Man must have the 
courage to accept what a modern spiritual investigator can give hir. 
Just as modern men accept the ast¥onomical, biological and physical 
truths, even so our time demands that the spiritual—-scientific 
truths be in^orporateC with our culture and the life of our civil- 
isation For these spiritual-scientific truths are acquired through 
the strong power of thought, it is a thought through which we no 
lenger contemplate the worid passively, but which gives us virtues: 
eslLf-ilsciplineseTf-trniniMg of the Wade Gouge paint cf overcom- 
ing every form of egoism,: and of uniting ourselves in love with tne 
whole world, for without this love we cannot'acquire a universal 
knowledge of the world. ; 


zke numerous signs of decay which we observe to-day 
.l already pointed this out to you) and that which prevents us from 
hav HE a ercan Survey Of tne Ein the pote world, dan only 


be healei through the spirit, through the soul, Cur culture, our Civ- 


iilisation have ended in a blind alley because we lack the power of 
thinking leading to a living experience, we lack the power of will 
able to ricrce the darkness of external sonsory existence, If we 
can sec through this physical existence with the aid of thoushts 
which have become aiive,so that wherever we are, ve feel our com- 
radeship with the spiritual werld „this is possible through a modern 
anthroposovhical spiritual science )we take into our human conscious- 
ness thai strong rower of thought, that light-filled power of the 
will, which are alone able to untold, as every unpre judiced person 
weli knows, that which humanity needs, in order to attain forces 
of resurrection and cf reconstruction, leading u$ out of the present 
im. the future. For it:must be evident te all that merely extemal 
lumiltutiuns can never “ring these fitrces cf Yeoconstruosion int wr 
ocv: Lise m. 


«hose wh. reeivienise this truth, siyjuld feel inclined tc 
turn their gaze towards th se whe attempt t: kindle these f:rces 
thriugh the spirit and the s:ul, and not through extemal means. 


If these new forces can be kindled, then we may ein ccurage, strenzh 


ani o nfidenee, so that we may pass cover in the right way from this 
presens tume with its difficult trials into a future, which will 

nis; have its sorrows,: which will nct be a happy cne for humanity, 
ut in which the human beings will tear joy and sorrow in such 8 way 


thet the human race may w orthily progress with the wh le evolution cf 


manrini ann f tne earth te future ages, 


r^ 


r 
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